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Course Syllabus

HIST 1302
College of Science and Arts

Fall 2012
Instructor Information

Instructor:

Dr. Alaine S. Hutson
Office Location:
JM 202
Telephone:

Office – (512) 505-3117
E-mail:

ashutson@htu.edu
Office Hours:

MW noon to 1 pm, 2-2:30pm and T TH 1:30-3 pm.  If I am unexpectedly called away from my office during these times please check with the department administrative assistant in JM 207 and leave a note, email or voicemail so I can contact you and address your concern. I can’t know you were there if you don’t leave a message!

BY APPOINTMENT T 8:30am -12:30pm
Course Identification
Course Number:
HIST 1302

Course Name:

US History 1865 to the Present
Course Location:
DL 107
Class Times:

MWF 8am
Prerequisites:

ENGL 1301
Course Description/Overview

This course aims to give students a better understanding of this country's past. In this course there are no right or wrong opinions, only informed or uninformed ones.
The goal in offering American history is to teach:
· students to think critically about diverse interpretations of historical developments;
· the diversity and appreciation of native and immigrant cultural values, gender, race and class differences;
· how present-day situations have grown out of past events, such as Industrialization, World War II and the Civil Rights Movement, understanding this concept is essential for participation in America's democratic experiment;
· the evolution of political, constitutional, and social systems in the United States; and
· how past events shape current possibilities for the individual in American society.
Course Learning Objectives
HIST 1302 is part of the HT core curriculum and teaches the following core competencies:

         Analysis/Problem-solving/Critical Thinking:
         Appreciation of Diversity in a Context of Global & Historical Awareness:
         Citizenship and Social responsibility:
         Effective Communication:
         Efficient Use of Technology:
         Ethical Reasoning and Behavior:
Course Requirements

This course requires that you keep up with the schedule of readings on this syllabus and complete all exams and work assigned. 
You are to check your my.HTU account and email at least once a week. I will update readings and post the assignments for the next week by 5pm on Fridays on my.HTU.
Course Resources

Course Website(s)

· https://my.htu.edu/ics
· HIST 1302
· Technical Requirements:

· Web browser 

· HT email address

· Cellular phone, tablet or laptop

· Polleverywhere.com account

· Internet connection

· Access to common office applications and/or converters  (word processing, spreadsheet, database, presentation, graphics, etc.)

· Installed helper applications such as: web locker app
· Adobe Acrobat Reader
Required Course Text

James W. Davidson, et. al., US: A Narrative History. 

Randy Roberts and James Olson, American Experiences: Readings in American History, Volume II Since 1865. 7th Edition.
Course Fees

$14 for registration at Polleverywhere.com
Course Supplies

A working brain.
Grading Scheme
Student Assessment Methods

There will be several participation assignments, four exams, and one project:

Four exams will consist of short written identifications, fill-in-the-blank paragraphs, and multiple-choice questions. Three in-class exams (1st exam – September ?th - is 10% of final grade, 2nd –October ?th - is 15% of final grade and 3rd – November ?th – is 15% of the final grade) and a final exam (40% of final grade). Only the final exam is cumulative.
The project consists of turning in a chart, writing a 3-5 page paper draft, writing a peer review (comments and suggestions) for a fellow student’s paper draft, and a final paper.
Grading: All exams and the project will have a percentage grade and will be taken or turned in on my.HTU.
Grading System
	Letter Grade
	Percentage

	A
	90% & above

	B
	80% – 89%

	C
	70% – 79%

	D
	60% - 69%

	F
	59% and below

	I


Grading Policy

Grades will be based on the following:

	Project
	10%

	Exams 
	80%

	Participation and assignments
	5%

	Class attendance
	5%

	Total Points
	100%


Late Assignments

Exams must be taken when scheduled or rescheduled before the exam is taken.

Participation assignments: You may do the assignments later to help you study for an exam or to participate in talking about them during class, but to get credit toward your participation grade you must turn them in when scheduled.
Course Policies

Participation and Assignments: Class participation and completing assignments will improve your understanding of the material and will count as 5% of your final grade. Students may ask questions after class and during office hours, but are encouraged to ask questions during discussions in class so that other students can benefit. There will be participation assignments throughout the semester.
Personal texting, visiting social media sites, listening to earphones, sleeping, and eating loudly in class are considered disruptive and will have a negative effect on your participation grade. I reserve the right to ask you to leave and/or count you absent for the class session if you are doing any of these things during class.
Attendance: All students are expected to attend every class session.  Attendance will be kept at every class meeting and will count as 5% of your final grade. Students with 3 or fewer absences will earn an A attendance grade. More than 3 absences will affect your attendance grade. Absences are counted from the first scheduled meeting of classes (or the first meeting a student is registered for the class). Students who miss the first three (3) consecutive class sessions may be administratively dropped from the course.
Collaboration/Plagiarism Rules

Policy on Academic Dishonesty: Academic dishonesty includes any form of cheating, plagiarism, falsification of records, collusion, or giving false information to any College official. See the College Bulletin for definition of terms, penalties, and procedures for appealing dishonesty. Instructors have the option to recommend a grade of ‘F’ for the course if dishonesty is proven.
University Policies

Academic regulations and procedures are governed by University policy.  Academic dishonesty cases will be handled in accordance the University's policies.   
Incomplete grades are allowed when a student is earning a passing grade and experiences a bona fide emergency which prevents the student from completing the last assignments and/or final exam of the semester in a course. In accordance with the University’s policy, incomplete grades must be completed and the “I” removed from the student’s transcript within one academic year.
If you have a disability that could affect your performance in this class or that requires an accommodation under the Americans with Disabilities Act, please see me as soon as possible so that we can make appropriate arrangements.  The Affirmative Action Office has asked that you be made aware of the following: 
Huston-Tillotson University complies with all federal and state laws and regulations regarding discrimination, including the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. If you have a disability and need a reasonable accommodation for equal access to education or services at Huston-Tillotson, please call the Office of Disability Services Counseling & Consultation Center 512.505.3149.
Course Schedule:  Classes Begin August 20, 2012 and Conclude December 7, 2012
	Week
	Date
	Content
	Assignment

	1
	Aug 20
	
	

	
	Aug 22
	
	

	
	Aug 24
	
	

	2
	Aug 27
	
	

	
	Aug 29
	
	

	
	Aug 31
	
	

	3
	Sept 3
	(Labor Day)
	

	
	Sept 5
	
	

	
	Sept 7
	
	

	4
	Sept 10
	
	

	
	Sept 12
	
	

	
	Sept 14
	
	

	5
	Sept 17
	
	

	
	Sept 19
	
	

	
	Sept 21
	
	

	6
	Sept 24
	
	

	
	Sept 26
	
	

	
	Sept 28
	
	

	7
	Oct 1
	Mid-Term exams
	

	
	Oct 3
	Mid-Term exams
	

	
	Oct 5
	Fall Break
	

	8
	Oct 8
	Columbus Day
	

	
	Oct 10
	
	

	
	Oct 12
	
	

	9
	Oct 15
	
	

	
	Oct 17
	
	

	
	Oct 19
	
	

	10
	Oct 22
	
	

	
	Oct 24
	
	

	
	Oct 26
	Charter Day
	

	11
	Oct 29
	
	

	
	Oct 31
	
	

	
	Nov 2
	
	

	12
	Nov 5
	
	

	
	Nov 7
	
	

	
	Nov 9
	
	

	13
	Nov 12
	
	

	
	Nov 14
	
	

	
	Nov 16
	
	

	14
	Nov 19
	
	

	
	Nov 21
	
	

	
	Nov 22
	Thanksgiving Holiday Nov 22-25
	

	15
	Nov 26
	
	

	
	Nov 28
	
	

	
	Nov 30
	
	

	16
	Dec 3
	
	

	
	Dec 5
	
	

	
	Dec 7
	
	

	17
	Dec 10-13
	Final Exams
	


